Job: Coming to Gril:)s with the
Mysteries of God, Man & Sugering
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A Problem: Job: 42 Clﬁap‘cers in 30 Minutes

& . An amazingbook

« Some o1c the most WonclerFUI Poe‘my In a”
of human literature.

« Sandwiched between 2 short prose
sections at the begirming and end, which
let the reader know what is going on.
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Origins

+ The storyis not first of all a Jewish one. It takes Place e
We don’t know where that IS, Job was not a member omc the
covenant People.

« The "clues” within the book from Job's situation would suggest

itisfromt

. May even

ne Patriarchal Period.

De among, the oldest Pieces of oral tradition found in

the Hebrew Scril:)’cures.

. DButthe storg as we have it has been edited ]:)ELa Jewish hand
and Presents avery Jewish theologg. Most sc olars date the
final edition to somewhere between 1,000 and 700 B.C.




What Is the Book About?

To understancl the book's purpose we must ﬁrst un&erstand a little bit about Job‘s
context which we gain from the first two chapters.

At first glance the book is about a righteous man, named Job) who was very wealth
and very "religious." We get a little bit of insight into just how religious he was from the
fact that every time his sons would have a Party he would offer sacrifices for them -
jus’c In case theg had sinned.

2 This could be out of concern for them, or

2 It could be out of concern for God. Or
2 A combination of both.

We learn from the first two chapters that Job was Protected by God. But a time of
testirgg came. This raises a question that is never answered in the book and is never
satis ac’cori19 answered in the Bible itself - in so far as | understand the issue.

I God knows the outcome of the test what is the Point of the test? But this is a fact of
God's clea!ing with us. He tested Israel in the wilderness. He tested His own Son to the
extreme. He tests believers. It is all Part of the mgsterg of God's clealing with us.




The First Test

In the first test Satan is allowed to attack evergthing that Job OWNS, inclucling his
Familg, but is restricted from attacking Job himself.

Job comes through the test with ﬂging colours.

1:20 Then JObngt up and tore his robe. He shaved his l’uead, and then he
threw himself down with his face to the grounc!. 1:2] He said, “Naked |
came from my mother’s womb, and naked | will return there. The Lord

gives, and the Lord takes away. Ma the name of the Lord be blessed!”
1:22 In all this Job did not sin, nor did he charge God with moral

imProPrie’cg.

All his %:eat Possessions and even his children were to him a ghct of God's grace
an& l’)e elcl them "Iooselg."

He Possessecl them - theg did not possess him. Contrast with the rich young
ruler in the Gospel who came to Jesus seeking to know how he migl’xt enter into

life




The Rich Young Ruler

After gving him the "stock answers" from the Jewish tradition the young
ruler was still dissatisfied and sensed that he still lacked something. SO
Jesus told him to @) sell all that he had and give the Proceecls to the poor
and then to come%o”ow him.

Did Jesus real|9 want to seParate him from his wealth?

| don't think so! Jesus just went to the heart of the Problem and l:)ut his
ﬁnger on what was ho cling thé young ruler’s heart ancl was the reason he

was Feeling unfulfilled in his life.

He was Possessecl bg his Possessions, and Jesus with one insig]nhcul
invitation revealed the young ruler to himself.

Job's attitude is a model against which we may measure our own
attachments to things and People.




The Second Test

el the second test Satan is given Permission to attack Job's person but is
" restricted from taking his lite. Here again Job passes the test.

S bihis point his wife has had Cﬂough

29 Then his wife said to him, “Are you still holdin ﬁrmlg to your
integrity? Curse God, and die!” 20 But he repliei “You're talking like
one of the goc”ess women would do! Should we receive what is good
from God, and not also receive what is evil?” In all this Job did not sin

]:)9 what he said.

.« Job'swife was clearly in the Position of atleast wanting to curse God.
Because the focus ot the book is no Job we often Forgct that it was notjust
Job who lost all he Possessecl including his Familg. His wite lost all of these
things too and there was Probablg avery real sense in which she lost her
lﬁusgand too in his Phgsical and emotional affliction.




The Second Test

2 n cha”enginag Job about lnoldinghon to his integrit9

towards God she was rc—:\/ealingt at she felt it was
inaPPro riate for him to do so in the context and
from within the framework of their belief sgstem.

* God is almigﬁtg

¥ God had behaved wronglg towards them
3 Cursing God was a fit response.
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Job's Friends

Job's "comforters" have been immortalised in a negati\/e way because far from their intention of
commcorting their friend theg actua”g increase his sugering. With their well intentioned
intervention theg actua”g make matters worse.

But theg loved him - despite the callousness of some of their speeches.
+ Tlneg left their homes to goto him

+ When theg arrived tlﬁcg tore their clothes sand tossed dust into the air and over their
heads - traditional acts of mourning

+ Then theg sat for 7 dags and nights in silence, in soliclaritg with their friend in his great
gricnc. Sometimes a situation i1s so tragic that the onlg al:)l:)ropriate response is silence.
Words will come later - theg must - but for now in this moment of grie there can on|9 be
silence.

The three friends are there to save their friend. But like Job's wife their "orthoclox%;’ (more
about this later) led them to the wrong, conclusion and after Job broke his silence their well
intentioned inter\/entionjust added to his sugering
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A Popular Misconception

,

Most People think the book of iob is about Job's Patience and his
Eerseverance n sugerizlg. Butif that is what the book is about then it can
= concluded at the en o1C chapter two. But it goes on 1Cor another 40

chal:)ters.

By far the greatest test for Job was to maintain his integrigﬁ‘and his sense
of himself in the face of the arguments and Persuasions of his wite, and 4

friends.

Carlo Martini Perceptivelg Points out that the great acts of submission to
God that Job makes in the first two chapters must now be worked out in
the clailg grincl of life. Thatis a real struggle. The act of submission, real

and genuine as it is, like the act of faith in conversion, must be lived out clag
bg cég ~ [99 no means an easy task and one that requires all our internal
resources.




What Is the Book About?

« St. Jerome, the church father who translated the Bible into
| atin - the version we know as the "Latin Vul ate," Compared
Job to an eel. "The harder we try to /ay hold of it's meaning
the more it 5//}?)5 through our ﬁngers. :

« There's truth in that but at the same time it is the insPired Word
of God and God does intend that we benefit from it, and we
can onlg do that Bﬂ unclerstancling =g leas’t to some clegree.

+ Thisisnotto say that we ever Fu”g master its meaning because
it deals with subjects that have vexed humanitg through all it's
%fnerations ~ speciﬁcaug) the Problem of human suf ering and
the goodness andjustice of God.




The Problem of Sug:ering and the Goodness
of God

The manner in which the Problem is conceived and addressed is
uniquelg an Israelite way of viewing it

The Greek and later Western way of Framing it has been:

"How can the Justice of an a/m{g/nﬂy God be defended in the face
of evil, especia/}/&g human suffering - and even more Particu/ar/y,
the sufzfcnhg of the innocent?

In this form of the question three Possible assumptions are left open:
I.  Godis not almighty

2. Godis notjust (that there is a "demonic” element in his
]:)Cing)

5. Manmay be innocent




Ancient Israel

The unques’tioned biblical way of coming at the Problem likewise had
three assuml:)tions

. Godis almightg
2. Heis PerFectlgjust
S Ne human being IS who”g innocent in his sight.

These three assumptions were also fundamental to the theologg of Job

and his friends.

From these three assumptions the can only be one conclusion about

sutteri ng;

I very person 's su#erlh‘g is indicative of the extent to which

(s)heis gui/ty before God
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Ancient Israel

As an abstract concep‘c, this conclusion aPPeared
I inescapable,
2 Iogicaug imperative, and
B theologica”g satisgging.

Hence in the context of such theologzj the issue of thejustice of God and human
sugering was not a Problcm because it's solution was self-evident.

But what was thus theologicall}éselﬁevident in the abstract was often in radical tension
with actual human exPerience, Shalise i

4+ there are alwa?s those who are %enuinelg goc”gj mora”g upri ht, and who,
though not siniess, keep themselves from serious sins, but who
nevertheless, suffer greatlg.

+ For these the self-evident theologtj, (i.e. wisdom = virtuous /th: success),

brings no consolation and offers no guiclance. Such was the situation of
Job




The Weakness of the "Self- Evident Tlﬁeologg

This self-evident theologg) which is very Pronouncecl in Deuteronomy and the
deuteronomical writings as well as in the Book of Proverbs, (indeed as one commentator
wrote, "It is writ /argc om Genesis to Malachi”) onlg gave rise to a great enigma - a great
mgsterg.

And God, himself, to whom the sufferer had alwa95 Previouslg turned in times of need
and distress became Himself the overwlﬁelming enigma - the overwhelming mgsterg.

In Job H~57 we hear on the one hand the flawless logic and wouncling thrusts of Job's
three friends Plus Elihu (chap‘cer 37), who insist on the "orthodox" theology, and, on the
other hand) the anguish of the righteous suH:erer, Job, who suffers with the great
enigma. l.e., he knows he is righteous and he also knows God is just. But if the first is
frLie, his sugering s unjust because it is undeserved. If the second is true then God has
somehow "Forgotten" or overlooked him.

In the book we have Job sugerin% this internal ar}:%uish because his exl:)erience IS
Paimcung out of sync with his theo ogy and his su eriz{g is made far more severe bg the
wounds that are inflicted bg his well-intentioned friends

Job is thus a graphic portragal of the unique form of the "just God and human sugering"
Issue experienced bg righteous sufferers within orthodoxIsrael - and | may add, in the
church toda Y- Good Pcop/c are, at times, demonised and cast out by ‘orthodox” but
inac/cquatc thco/ogics.
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Reflect for a Moment ...

Think about Job. His faith is "orthodox" and includes the elements we described: God is
almightg and He is Pemcectlgjust.

At this Point in time there was no solid belief in life after death, so blessing and sugering,
reward and Punislﬁment must occur in this life as the consequence of what one has done.

Job's experience is horrendous. He is first of all hit with the loss of e\/ergthing he owned.
Thisis quieklg followed bﬂ his 7 sons and 3 daughters gettin killed in a tornado. Then in
the second test he is subse uently aflicted witﬁ Ph sical suﬁering and becomes an
outcast as a consequence o the application of "orthodox" theologzj.

Job's friends sPend B clﬂal:)ters tormenting him with the theological answers that, up to
this Poin‘c, were the very foundation of His own belief system.

His friends are well intentioned. But according to theological orthodoxg there can be on!9
one explanation for all this sugering _ Job must have sinned § ievously and theg are
determined to "recover” him, to restore him to God and to God's blessing.

Job knows in himself he doesn't deserve this. Evergthing he has believed about thejustice
and righteousness of God is rocked to its foundations.

But now in his exPerience) a great big "BUT" enters his life. "Yes BUT......” His theologzj is

on the brink of change as a consequence of his exPerience.




Reflection cont’d. ...

| don't want you to lose the signiﬁcance of this Point because itis as
relevant toclag as it was 1,000 years before Christ.

We have reached the heart of the matter. We are now at the
foundational w/y’ﬁcor the Book of Job.

"Orthodox" biblical theologg IS notac/cc’/uatc for each and every
situation. It 1s "genera”g" correct but not unfversa/[g correct.

what has "biblical orthocloxg" to say to an Abraham who claims to have
heard God tell him to offer his son in sacrifice?

SUPPOSC you are elders N the church tha’c Abraham attencls. One cﬂag
he tells you that He has heard from God and he is going to sacrifice his
son, Isaac! How do you responcl’?




Reﬂection) cont’d...

|« The Book of Job is a solemn reminder that our

‘ attempts to defend the order of God may not be
honouring to him at all. Although Jobis
overwhelmed by God to the Point that he is
brought to silence and submission, God, in the
end, takes his side — the side of the man who had
cha”engecl the divine rule — and Job must offer
sacrifices for his three friends (42.7-8; cf. Barr

1971:46).




quering & Juclgemcnt

’

e cliscussing sumc{:ering ancljucl ement at this Point I'm not re‘;erring to the

uclgement of God, but rather the tgpe onchgement Job's friends subjectecl
Lim to. It's the kind omcjuclgement the church is also very goocl at:

« Withinthe communit9 of Faith, whether for Job or in the churchj affliction /
sugering more often than not bringsjudgcment instead of unclerstancling.

L OrSO mang Eeople being afflicted means having to live with the sentences
pronounced by People who are distanced from the consequences we
endure.

N l:requently, on toF of the aHliction we often have to suffer the imPosition of
other People‘s values on our lives.

« Asinthe case of Job's b, friends judgement is almost alwags misplacecl. It1s as
fallible as those who clispense itandis ?requentlg nothing more than the
Projection of the "juclge's" own failure Vi weakness on to the sugering one.




Sugering & Juclgement

R Judgemcnt will never be fair, for no human bcing can ever
know the whole truth of the afflicted one's storg. Job's
friends had no evidence of wrong-cloing in Job.

e Al theg had to g0 On was his sugering. So what theg did
was theg worked back from that to a conclusicm,
9ucl%i:ment) : that Job must have committed some great sin
- perhaps even unconsciouslg - and they Pressed their
iudgement mercilesslg against him, Increasing, the sugering

'Le ?elt.

« It may be human nature tojuclgq but we need to remember,
it is the same human nature that corrul:)ts evergjuclgement
we make.




quering & Juclgement

Oﬂlg GOCI canjuclge Wlth absolute accuracg ancl Faimess.

When wejudge we should do so with a humilitg that recognises that, at best,
our 'uclgement can onlg be Provisional and that it may we | be wrong ~ju5t
like it was in the case ot Job's friends.

To do otherwise is to usurp the role of God bg inFringing on His divine
Prerogative asjuclge.

Judgement inevitablg becomes another burclen upon the sutferer because it
rubs salt into alreach Paimcul wounds.

We must recognise, too, that ourjudgir{}g comes out of our Perspectives. In
the church that inevitab|9 means out of our "orthodoxies" which are shapecl
bg our culture and the traditions that formed us.

Frequentlg, there are other Persl:)ectives which areijjust as honestlg held,
formed out of Wrestling with the same biblical texts but from different
contexts.




The Problem with the "Orthodox' Theology

The Problem with the orthodox theology that the author highli hts in Job is that
it starts from an inaclec]uate understan ing of the purposes o{'gGod It fails to see
that God may have other purposes than merelg the exercise of retributivejustice
Issul ng n eit]ger blessings or curses. (l.e. Virtuous /li/ing leads to success =
b/cssing. Wickedness /;gads to all kinds of loss = curse) .

The ques‘cion that the Satan poses to God that kick-starts the trials of Job is one
of the most iml:)orta nt in the Bible: Do human bcings serve God for themselves
and their own Proﬁt?

Or stated more abstract] y, "Is disinterested faith in, and service to God Possib/c?”

With this question every reader of Job is Put on a hook of self-examination and is
drawn into the drama of the book.

More imPortantlg, the question EXPOSES the inaclequacg of the "orthodox'
theology. With a theologg for living that is rooted in retributivejustice alone,
(t‘cwar%d or i%ii'/'n(u/ncss, Punishmcnt for faithlessness) , the whole enterprise of
faith in God risks co”apse into self-interested programmes for success.

This, l believe, is the fundamental error of the health and wealth gospel of todag.




The Problem with the "Orthodox Theologg

Job's friends "are not wi”ing to leave a margjn of uncertaintu,
to admit limits to their unclerstaﬂciing, to write after each o

their theses) If God so wills! All the worki ngs of divine
Proviclence must be clear to tlﬂem, explicit, mathematical .

“They have fallen victims to the occu]:)ational hazard of
theo%gians: theg Forget they are clealing with mgste(gy. Tl’xeg

have "studied” God as a subjec:t to be analgsecl) pre icted and
understood.

"and in forcing facts to agree with their unclerstancling, theg
become wilfu 4 dishonest.” (MacKenzie & Murphg)




Correction of the Errors in Job and His Friends

« "The correction of the friends' distortion is comParativelg siml:)le

ancl can !DC aCCOﬂ‘IPhSl”ICCI 139 JOb I"limSCI‘F.

« "His own error is more subtle, and his correction must come from
God. In his arguments he makes no connection between his
sugering ancl%ivinejustice. But that logal sim Dlicitg s not sufficient
to refute the friends’ accusations, and in maintaining his innocence
as ’mouglﬂ God were Aenging it he overvalued it.

« "It (his innocence) is not a bargaining counter, it is not a token he
can hold up to God saying, ‘For this You owe me happincss. :

+ "Heisinthe right against his friends; he is not in the riglﬁt against
God. He can make no claim on Him.

« "Job must insist on his integrity, but he cannot say, "God
must.” (Ibid.)




The Correction of Job

o Atthe end of the book God shows up. He addresses Job in a couple of
speeches that leave Job speechless

Where were you when!......... ?

. Through these c]uestions God %ives Job a vision of His greatness N
creation and goveming the world

o Atthe same time the questions show Job the limitations of his knowleclge
and unclerstancling. He recognises that his questioning of God’sjustice
was toolishness

8 s response s to repent in dust and ashes




A Changecl Job?

+ Untilthe Lord aPJ:)earecJ out of the whirlwind, Job complained that
God was aPathe’txc, blind to injustice) hidden, and unresl:)onsive.

+ Forthe four counsellors certainlg thejustice of God was most
Prominent in their theologg, with sovereignty nearly as imPortant.

+ Since Job said so little atter God spoke @ him, it is hard to know
what his new view of God was . certal nl Yy it would have acknow/ccfgccf
God's power, faithfulness, generosity, and mercy.

+ That God spoke to Job at all was i’/?C u/tzhatc /70nour forJob and
bﬂ itself would have rectified most of his misconceptions.




Tis Mgsterg . 3

The book omc Job does not resolve the rational question O1C ’tlﬂe Problem o1C
the innocent smq:ering.

The story of Job sugegests that, in human experience, the cause of individual
suﬁcering ma remalééorevera mystery. Readers are privy to the reason for
Job’s anguish, but Job himself will never learn of the chal?enge in the courts
of heaven that so clrastica”g changecl his life.

The quest for wisdom does not lead us to exPlain the order of the universe
but to live within it under the 5overe[gn control of God.

A large for’tion of the clialog Is an attempt to explain the order of the world in

terms o Jus‘cice and retribution; but in the end this effort is condemned by
God.

“Job’s friends cherished reli%ious conviction more than a vital relationshj)
with the living God, for they elieved in a rational c/eity who was enslave by a
greater Pnha}o/e:justice " (Crenshaw 1981:118)




APPIlcathﬂ. e

Vo Mang Christians would like to blame the devil for all manner of
: unpleasantness From MINOr Occasions o1C bacl luck to the most severe omc
human tragedies — loss of wealth, chilclren, health, and honour-.

+ Butthe message of Job is that nothing haPPens to us that is not ultimatelg
controlled b? the knowledge, love, wisclom, and power of our God who is
the God of all comfort (2 Cor1:3).

s like Job, we need to learn that we live and die by race and that all of life
must be lived bg faith - faith that God is goocl ancﬁs Completely aware of
everythin that crosses our Path. We must believe that he knows all about
us and “that in all thlhgs God works for the goocl of those who love him,
and who have been called according to his purpose " (Rom 8:28).

3 /“W/73t cannot be comprchcncfcd through reason must be embraced in
ove.”




God Leads a Prettg Sheltered Life

At the end oyc time bi”ions OF ECO Ie were scatterecl on a great Plain before God’s throne. Some owc
the groups near the front talked eatedlg, not with cringing shame but with be”igerence;

“How can Godjudge us; how can He know about sugering?” snapped an angry brunette. Shejerked
 back a sleeve to reveal a tattooed number from a Nazi concentration camp. “We endured TeFra;
:f beatings, torture and death!”

In another group, a black man lowered his collar. “What about this?” he demandecl, showing anu lg
rope burn. “Lgnched for no crime but being black. We have suffocated in slave ships, been wrenched
from loved ones, bought and sold like chattels, and toiled il onlg death gave release.”

Far out across the Plain were hundreds of such groups. Each had a coml:)laint against God for the
evil and sugering e Permittecl in His world. How lucky God was to live in heaven where all was
sweetness and |ight; where there was no weeping gle) F‘jear, no hun er, no hatred. lncleecl, what did
God know about what man has been forced to endure in this world? “After a”, God leads a Prett9
sheltered lhce,” tlﬁeg said.

. Soeach group sent out a leacler, chosen because he or she had suffered the most. There was a Jew,
a black, an untouchable from lndia, an illegitimate woman, a person from Hiroshima, and one from a
Siberian slave camp. There was a victim of the death squads in El Salvador, a Palestinian relcugee, a
‘: Muslim woman from Bosnia, who suffered under the horrors of ethnic cleansing. There was a sacada
~ from a sugar Plantation in the Phili Pines who had lived in debt slaverg all his life..... The list was a
long and ear‘tbreaking role call ofPhuman miserg. In the center of the Plain, tlﬁeg consulted with each
other. At last theg were readg to Present their case. It was rather simple: Before God could be
qualiﬁed to be theirjudge, He must endure what theg had endured. Their decision was that God

“should be sentenced to live on earth -~ as a man!”
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| But because He was God theg set certain sageguarcls to be sure He could not use His divine powers to

| help himself.
L et him be born a Jew.
| et the legitimacg of his birth be doubted, so that no one will know who is rea”g his father.

L et His Familg ]DC forced to ﬂee their homelancl and become reFugees because of the hatrecl of a
tgrant who Percei\/ecl in Him a threat to his Position of power.

et Him champion a cause sojust, but so radical, that it brings down upon Him the hate,
condemnation, and elimination efforts of every major traditional and established religious and
Political authoritg.

et Him trg to describe what no human person has ever seen, tastecl, heard, or sme”ecl, and let Him
trg to communicate God to man.

L et Him be betragecl ]39 His dearest friends.

‘ Let him be indicted on false charges, tried before a Prejudicecljurg, and convicted }39 a cowarc”g
| juclge.

| L et Him see what it is to be terrib|9 alone and complete|9 abandoned bg every |iving thing.

L et Him be tortured and let Him die! Let him die the most humiliating death with common thieves.

=at l'llS name ]Z)C mentioned as a }Z) asphemous swear WOI‘CI.

' As each leader announced his or her portion of the sentence, loud murmurs of aPProval went up from

t e ) ;

{the great throng of People. When the last had finished C{:)ronouncmg sentence, there was a long silence.

.No one uttered ano’cher word! No one moved! For sud enlg a” knew ............ God lﬂad alreaclg served
his sentence.
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